


Education 

0 Demand for educated males increased to compete 
with immigrants 

0 Horace Mann 
0 1837 – Creates Massachusetts State Board of 

Education 

0 Increased teacher pay by 100% 

0 Opened 50 new high schools 

0 Differentiated school by grade level 

0 Improved teacher training and opportunities to 
study pedagogy 

0 Emma Willard 
0 Opens schools for women only (Troy, NY) 

Education then, beyond all 

other devices of human origin, 

is the great equalizer of the 

conditions of men, the balance-

wheel of the social machinery. 



0 Emma Willard – Troy, NY 



Temperance 

0 American Temperance Society (1826) 

0 Boston, MA 

0 Organized youth groups to go into saloons 
and talk to adults about drinking 

0 Pop Culture 

0 Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw 
There by T.S. Arthur 

0 Plot was about a town ruined by drinking 

0 Neal Dow 

0 Mayor in Portland, ME – outlawed the 
manufacturing and sale of liquor 

0 1857 – 12 states banned alcohol 



Literature 
0 Washington Irving – Rip Van Winkle  

0 Local folk tales 

0 James Fennimore Cooper – Last of the Mohicans 

0 Native Americans and New York Pioneers 

0 Nathaniel Hawthorne – The Scarlett Letter 

0 Puritan history of New England 

0 Herman Melville – Moby Dick 

0 Human struggle against nature  

0 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow – Hiawatha  

0 Poems of nationalism and romanticism 

0 Edgar Allen Poe – The Raven 

0 Poems about imagination and dreams 

Social reform occurs as people reflect on their status and morals 



Arts and Architecture 
0 Charles Bulfinch – “Federal” style architecture 

0 Hudson River School – Founded by a group of painters who 
romanticized America 

 

0 Romantic = NOT “lovey dovey” – it means to be visionary, impractical 
in sense, or idealistic (capture the beauty) 



Prisons, Poorhouses, & Asylums 
0 Prisons 

0 Criminals were the product of childhood neglect 
and trauma 

0 Rehabilitate v confinement 

0 People believed criminals could be “cured” 

0 Almshouse 

0 Built to house poor but able bodied workers 

0 Help them achieve a better life 

0 Asylums 

0 Dorothea Dix 

0 School teacher 

0 Convinces MA to create asylums to rehabilitate 
“insane” prisoners 

0  Americans wanted to “fix” its “broken” citizens 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2199457/Photographer-captures-
haunting-images-sights-inside-abandoned-asylums-America.html 



Religion 
0 Second Great Awakening (c. 1830-1840) 

0 Spread of Protestantism 

0 Rapid growth of converts 

0 Churches reorganized to “combat” growth of slavery and unfair industrial 
practices 

0 William Miller 

0 “Millerites” believed Jesus would return 10/22/1844 

0 Joseph Smith 

0 Founded Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints  

0 “Mormon” denomination 

0 Persecuted (polygamy, rigid social organization, etc.) 

0 Brigham Young migrated followers to Utah to ‘escape’ 

0 Mother Ann Lee 

0 Established Shaker sect – no marriage/no sex (NO FUTURE) 

0 Unitarians 

0 Believed all humans are good by nature 

0 Related to social experiments/establishments of era 

“No government is lawful or innocent that does not recognize 

the moral law as the only universal law, and God as the 

Supreme Lawgiver and Judge, to whom nations in their 

national capacity, as well as individuals, are amenable.” 



Science 

0 Transcendentalists  

0 Stressed the relationship between humans and nature as well as 
the importance of the individual conscience. 

0 John James Audubon 

0 Studied nature and created detailed illustrations of nature 

0 Tied to American style of art 

0 Increased interest in nature and human observation of it 

 

 

How might science and religion as reform 
movement cause separation in the populous? 



Create a Poster! 

0 Pick any of the previous topics discussed in class today 

0 Create a poster with a clear, concise, and accurate message that calls for 
reform 

0 The poster must be original! 

SCORING RUBRIC 

0 100 – Creative, original, plausible, effort is clearly shown 

0 75 – Creative, original, plausible, lacking in effort and finish 

0 50 – Original, unclear relationship to reform, lacks in effort and finish 

0 0 – Unoriginal, no message linked to reform is shown 


