
ENLIGHTENMENT INFLUENCES 



  

THINK PAIR SHARE 

 Work with the person next to you, on a scrap piece of 
paper, define the word: 

 Enlightened 



THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

 C. 1620 – 1780 

 Intellectual rebirth of reason, analysis, and 
individualism 

 Philosophes met in coffee houses, salons, and other 
gathering areas to discuss ideas 

 Increase in literacy enabled spread of ideas 

 France and Britain prospered: Diderot, Descartes, 
Bayle, Vico, Kant, Newton, Locke, Voltaire… 

 Shift from Monarch controlled thinking to rise of 
individualism 

 Greatly impacted United States Government An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump - 1786 



JOHN LOCKE 

 Author of Two Treatises of Government and 
An Essay Concerning Human Understanding as 
well as several other books and manuscripts. 

 Natural Rights Theory – Life, Liberty, 
(private) Property 

 Social Contract Theory  
Power of government comes from the consent of 
the people 

Governments can be overthrown if abusive 



VOLTAIRE 

 Real name – Francois Marie Aroute  

 As reflected in Dictionnaire Philosophique 
(1764) Voltaire advocated freedom of 
speech and religious toleration, key ideas 
found in the 1st Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

 Authored numerous essays, books, and 
plays on history and philosophy; his 
writing utilized satire to criticize the 
French government to the extent that he 
was imprisoned and exiled to England.  



MONTESQUIEU 

 Montesquieu supported the English form of 
government and advocated separation of 
powers within government as a means to 
keep certain levels from becoming too 
powerful. 

 On the Spirit of Laws (1748) prompted the 
inclusion of separation of powers and 
checks and balances within the U.S. federal 
system 



ROUSSEAU 

 Similar to Locke, Rousseau’s work also focused 
on natural rights and the construction of civil 
society.  

 In The Social Contract (1762) Rousseau argued 
society corrupted individual natural goodness. 

 More “liberal” than Locke – civic participation is 
a must 

 Rousseau’s version of the social contract 
advocated a direct democracy in which 
individuals give up a limited number of rights 
for the common good. 
 Example: I like to drive fast, but I don’t because it is not 
for the common good. 



  



  


