
Southern Economics 
Unit III: Expansion, Sectionalism, Nationalism 



QUICK WRITE: 

 Prediction; how will this invention (the Cotton Gin) forever change the south 

and history of the United States? 



 



Growth of Cotton Industry 

Eli Whitney 
creates cotton 

gin - 1793 

Demand for 
textiles rises in 

1800’s 

Need for more 
slaves to pick 
cotton to run 

through machine 

Cotton becomes 50% of all US exports at 

one point! 

The south relies on the north as a market 

for raw cotton. 



The average annual profit of a plantation 

owner.  

 

Northern workers in factories earned 

approximately $300 per year.  



 



Effects of Cotton Kingdoms 
 Farmers switch from tobacco and wheat to cotton 

 Farmers want more land and eye the west 

 South develops into rural “kingdoms” 

 North develops cities 

Social Change 
 Wealthy white class forms 

 Control politics and government 

 In truth, the majority of farmers had small plots of land and no slaves 

 Poor whites were almost as low, if not lower at times, than slaves 



 



Barrow’s Diary – NC Plantation 

 1837 

 Sept. 4 ... had a general whipping frolic 

 Oct. 2 - More whipping to do this Fall than altogether in three years owing to my 

D[amned] mean Overseer 

 Dec. 31 ran two of Uncle Bat's Negroes off last night-for making a disturbance - no 

pass - broke my sword cane over one of their skulls 

 1838 

 Jan. 23 - My House Servants Jane Lavenia & E. Jim broke into my store room - and 

helped themselves very liberally to every thing - I whipped [them] ... worse than I 

ever whipped any one before 

 Sept. 28 - Dennis and Tom "Beauf" ran off on Wednesday - . . . if I can see either of 

them and have a gun at the time will let them have the contents of it ...  



Barrow’s Rules– NC Plantation 

 “A plantation might be considered as a piece of machinery, to operate 

successfully, all of its parts should be uniform and exact, and the impelling 

force regular and steady; and the master, if he pretended at all to attend to 

his business, should be their impelling force, if a master exhibits no 

extraordinary interest in the proceedings on his plantation, it is hardly to be 

expected that any other feelings but apathy, and perfect indifference could 

exist with his Negroes, and it would be unreasonable for him, Who as the 

principal incitements, And is careless, to expect attention and exaction from 

those, Who have no other interest than to avoid the displeasure of their 

master. in the different departments on the plantation as much distinction 

and separation are kept up as possible with a view to create responsibility - 

The Driver has a directed charge of everything, but there are subordinate 

persons, who take the more immediate care of the different departments.” 

 

 http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/barrow.htm 



Journals 

 On a scrap sheet of paper write a short diary 

entry from the perspective of a slave regarding a 

day on a plantation. 

 

 In a separate paragraph, write an entry from the 

perspective of the plantation owner in regards to 

how important it is to have liberal slave policies 

for the success of your economy. 


