
LOOKING ABROAD
Unit VI: Rise of American Power



Background
• Mercantilism: Government regulation of an economy through protectionism

• Forbid a colony/territory from freely trading

• Monopolization of markets abroad

• Practiced by England with the Thirteen Colonies

• Isolation: Belief that the nation should keep out of other nations’ affairs in order to 
develop and focus on domestic issues
• Official foreign policy of the U.S. until the late 19th century

• Washington’s Farewell Address

• Monroe Doctrine

• Americans generally did not welcome minorities into the country anyways

• Imperialism: Foreign policy in which stronger nations expand their economic, 
political, or military control over weaker territories



Isolationist Policy
• The rationale for isolationism 

was that it kept America safe and 
out of conflict.

• Fear of outsiders (xenophobia) 
and the harm that they could do 
to America. 
• Eliminated more job 

competition

• Religious differences and 
intolerance

• Isolationism ensured America’s 
safety and kept it from being 
dragged into wars and 
entanglements that did not 
directly affect the nation. 



Seward’s Folly 
• Russia seeks to avoid conflict 

with Britain’s Empire

• William Seward, Secretary of 
State under Andrew Johnson, 
arranges purchase of Alaska

• $7.2 million

• $.02 per acre!

• Criticized at first, later praised 
for it’s abundance of gold and 
oil

*First true move of non-
continuous land expansion



Out of the Shell
• The Influence of Sea Power 

Upon History (1890)
• Alfred Thayer Mahan

• Stated naval/sea power was 
most important to have 
worldwide impact

• US creates steel-hulled 
cruisers

• By 1900 = third largest navy

“Whether they will or not, Americans must now begin to look 
outward. The growing production of the country demands it.”



Driving Forces
• Industrialism

• A sharp rise in production

• Economic Markets
• American production outgrew 

domestic markets

• 25% of all farm products were 
exported

• Technological Advances
• New shipbuilding and arms 

technology made it possible

• Foreign Competition
• European nations imperialized 10 

million square miles in Asia and Africa

• America is afraid markets and 
resources will be lost to others



Social Darwinism (Again)

• Survival of the fittest

• If the US did not act the 
country would be left 
to a less fortunate fate

• US had a responsibility 
to “fix” the 
“backwards” societies



Aloha! Annexing Hawaii
• Americans gained influence in 

Hawai’i as a result of the 
sugar trade

• 1867: U.S. took over the 
Midway Islands

• 1887: U.S. built naval base at 
Hawai’i’s best port, Pearl 
Harbor 

• 1890: turning point in U.S.-
Hawaiian relations when 
Congress approved the 
McKinley Tariff, which raised 
import rates on foreign sugar



Aloha! Annexing Hawaii
• The tariff created a depression 

on the island. 

• Sugar growers planned to have 
the U.S. annex Hawai’i in order 
to end the tariff 

• Queen Liliuokalani, who was 
determined to end American 
influence on the island 

• 1893: American business 
groups organized a revolution 
with the Marines and 
overthrew the queen

• They set up a new government 
headed by Sanford B. Dole
• Sugar plantation owner

Dole Plantation – Wahiawa, Hawaii



No Thank You

• Hawaiians did not all want to be 
annexed

• Grover Cleveland opposed imperialism 
too but William McKinley pushes for 
annexation

• Start of Spanish American War creates 
demand for offshore, Pacific Ocean, 
refueling station

• July 12, 1898




