
 

 

GOVERNMENT 
FEDERALISM PAPER – OUTLINE (this is only a recommendation) 
 

I. Introduction 
a. What is Federalism? 
b. What type of federalism exists today? (use notes from class) 
c. Why is the US considered to be under this type of federalism today? 

i. Is there a quote that could be used to introduce the topic? 
ii. Is there an interesting statistic to introduce the topic? 

II. Roots of Federalism 
a. How did the US Constitution create federalism? 
b. What does the Constitution say about State versus Federal powers? 
c. Reiterate why the issue presented is controversial under the idea of federalism 

T: Transition by stating what the arguments are (briefly – go into depth in body of 
paper) 

III. History of Issue 
a. Consider 

i. Supreme Court Cases 
ii. Historical Events 

iii. Historical Movements 
iv. Financial Issues  
v. Political Issues 

vi. Pros and Cons of Issue 
1. Present Chronologically and/or by Topic 

IV. Supportive Information (YOUR Bias and Opinion now comes into play) 
a. Anecdotal Evidence – A personal story that displays why the issue should be in the favor 

of the side you are presenting 
b. Factual Information (from credible resources) 
c. Statistics (from credible resources) 

 -*One paragraph per main argument presented 
V. Concessions (Acknowledgement of Counter Arguments) 

a. Briefly describe and present counter argument 
b. Counter argue and reiterate why the opposing side is wrong/bad/not best 
-*Continue same format for counter arguments 

VI. Solution 
a. What is a plausible solution 
b. Why would the solution work 
c. How would the solution be proposed and accomplished 

VII. Conclusion 
a. Reiterate federalism as a national discussion and controversial issue 
b. What is the current status and progress of the issue? 
c. Is it currently being debated in the 2016 election? 

i. What are the stances of these leaders? 
d. What to expect in the near future 

 
 
 



 

 

 

MLA CITATIONS 
Generally, nearly everything in a research paper is cited. There will be a lot of citations. Personally, it has 
taken me longer to put citations in than to write papers – that’s just an idea of how many there should 
be. 
 
Citations are in text and at the end in a separate section (listed alphabetically by the first available item 
meaning author, title, etc.) 
 
Here are some great resources: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/ 
http://www.citationmachine.net/mla/cite-a-book 
 
IN TEXT CITATIONS 
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of 

powerful feelings" (263).  

 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(Wordsworth 263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263) 

CITE A JOURNAL 
Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): pages. Medium of 

publication. 

 

 
 
 
 
*There are many different formats you may come across and variables within them. Multiple authors, 
editors, lack of an author – these are all examples of variables. Do the research on how to cite them or 
ask me or your ELA teacher too! 


