Unit |l: The United States Constitution

The 7 Principles of the U.S. Constitution
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What is a constitution?

> As defined by Webster's Dictionary:

» The basic principles and laws of a nafion, state, or
social group that defermine the powers and dufies of
the government and guarantee certain rights to the
people in it.



United States Constitution - FAQS:

» When was the Constitution created?

» A:September 17, 1787 at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia
» When was it rafified?

» A:June 21, 1788 (NC and Rl join in 1790)

» What are the differences between the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution?

e Lists grievances against King George
e Explains idea of sovereignty

e Sets foundation of actual government
processes (laws, responsibilities, principles)
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