
Quick 

write! 

What is the difference between the 
Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, and Bill of Rights?  



 

Origins of American Government 



Magna Carta  

Signed by King John in 1215 as he 
faced pressure from Barons in a 
fragile feudal system 

Barons requested rights to 
property and fair justice 

Limited the Power of the Monarchy 
US Constitution’s “Due Process” 

comes from the Magna Carta 
 

"No freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, disseised, outlawed, 
banished, or in any way destroyed, nor will We proceed against 
or prosecute him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or 
by the law of the land." 



Virginia House of 

Burgesses 

Created in 1619 in the Virginia 
Colony 

Representatives were chosen by 
election – white, male 17+, 
landowners were able to vote 

Multi-level legislature with 
councilors and a governor 

When King George III was upset 
with the colonies he restricted 
their power 
 
 



Fundamental orders 

of Connecticut 

Adopted in 1639 
Created by the Connecticut River 

Towns 
Established a structure and reach 

of powers 
Designed a system of law and 

taxation as well as distribution of 
money 

Established voting rules and term 
limits for leaders 
 



Frame of Government 

 
Signed by King John in 1215 as he 

faced pressure from Barons in a 
fragile feudal system 

Barons requested rights to 
property and fair justice 

Limited the Power of the Monarchy 
US Constitution’s “Due Process” 

comes from the Magna Carta 
 



English Bill of Rights 

Signed by William and Mary after 
the Glorious Revolution 

Limited power of monarchy and 
overthrew James II of England 

Established idea of natural rights, 
trial by jury, and freedom of speech 

Colonists brought these rights with 
them and were outraged as King 
George III seemingly broke these 
rules 
 



The Enlightenment 

 C. 1620 – 1780 
 Intellectual rebirth of reason, analysis, and 

individualism 
 Philosophes met in coffee houses, salons, 

and other gathering areas to discuss ideas 
 Increase in literacy enabled spread of 

ideas 
 France and Britain prospered: Diderot, 

Descartes, Bayle, Vico, Kant, Newton, 
Locke, Voltaire… 

 Shift from Monarch controlled thinking to 
rise of individualism 

 Greatly impacted United States 
Government 

 


