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The Revolutionary War 



Beginnings… 

 The battle of Lexington and Concord did not come 
out of nowhere. 

 Militias had been forming throughout the colonies to 
protect themselves against Native Americans. 

 The same militias also served in the French and 
Indian War. 

 Militias had little training, were provided with few 
supplies if any aside from their own, and did not 
have uniforms. 



Lexington and Concord 

 April 19, 1775 

 First military engagements of the war. 

 Approximately 700 British regulars were given 
orders to capture and destroy military supplies. 

 Reports concluded that Massachusetts Militia had 
stored arms in Concord. 

 However, this order was intercepted and weeks 
before the operation, the arms were moved. 



Lexington and Concord 

 On April 18, 1775 General Gage took a mounted 
patrol of 20 to look for John Hancock and Samuel 
Adams. 

 Acting differently than normal, locals were tipped off 
that something wasn’t right and the militias 
assembled. 

 Dawes and Revere’s famous ride takes place.  
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Lexington and Concord 

 In truth, Revere warned people all along his route 
and an estimated 40 riders were out spreading word 
of British movements. 

 After reaching Lexington, Dawes and Revere 
continued to Concord. 

 They were detained by British troops in Lincoln. 

 Prescott jumped his horse over a wall and escaped. 

 Dawes did the same but fell off his horse. 

 Revere was escorted at gunpoint to Lexington. 



Lexington and Concord 

 In the morning, Revere was 
released when gunshots 
were reported and heard. 

 His horse was confiscated 
and he continued back to 
Hancock and Adams. 

 He helped Hancock and his 
family escape to a safer 
village. 

 Longfellow romanticized 
Revere’s role.  



Lexington and Concord 

 On the morning of the battle, 700 regulars were 
accompanied under the command of several officers, 
many of whom volunteered for this single event. 

 This would prove problematic as no one knew who to 
listen to under pressure. 

 



Lexington and Concord 

 Arriving in Lexington around sunrise, approximately 
75 militiamen appeared from Buckman’s Tavern.  

 Another 50 or so spectators watched on. 

 Captain John Parker, a French and Indian War 
veteran was their commander. 

 No one really knows what happened, but Parker, 
under sworn deposition stated that he ordered his 
troops to disperse. 

 Some accounts say that a British officer went forward 
and began shouting orders, confusing everyone. 



Lexington and Concord 

 Some reports even stated that an onlooker behind 
cover took the first shot. 

 In the end, shots were fired. 

 The colonists returned fire as they fled. 

 The regulars continued firing at them until no one 
was left to shoot at or put their bayonet to. 

 In total, 8 militia were killed, 10 were wounded, and 
only 1 British soldier was wounded. 

 The British would continue on to Concord. 



Lexington and Concord 

 By the time the British arrived in Concord, word of 
the first volleys had been spread. 

 Militia from Concord and nearby Lincoln assembled, 
although confused about what to do exactly. 

 Originally the militia marched to meet the regulars, 
but upon seeing them and being outnumbered they 
turned. 

 Concord was actually surrendered and the militia 
retreated to North Bridge where they could regroup. 



Lexington and Concord 

 This move proved to be a good idea as more troops 
began arriving, strengthening their numbers. 

 The British separated and began looking for 
weapons. 

 Few were found and destroyed but in the meantime a 
small group of soldiers met a large militia. 

 At North Bridge, a skirmish began when retreating 
regulars fired upon the militia, killing 2 instantly. 



Lexington and Concord 

 Marching from Concord back to Lexington proved 
difficult for the British. 

 Militias kept coming and fired upon marching 
regulars. 

 Hiding behind stone walls and tree, colonials fired at 
will, killing soldiers and sending them into a full 
fledged retreat. 

 British reinforcement was finally met and artillery 
scattered the militias. 



Lexington and Concord 

 In total, over 270 British 
regulars were killed and only 
100 colonists died. 

 The victory encouraged 
patriots to double their 
efforts. 

 King George III committed 
more forces to crush the 
rebellion. 

 



Siege of Boston 

 This was the opening phase 
of the Revolutionary War. 

 Militiamen surrounded 
Boston to prevent 
movement of the British 
Army that had garrisoned 
there. 

 

 



Second Continental Congress 

 In May of 1775, few if any 
aside from radicals such as 
John Adams wanted 
independence. 

 After Lexington and Concord, 
leaders met in Philadelphia 
again. 

 They agreed that a 
Continental Army should be 
created. 

 George Washington was 
appointed its commander.  

 

 



George Washington 

 Washington was born on 
February 22, 1732. 

 He was raised in military 
atmospheres. 

 As a surveyor before the French 
and Indian War, he learned 
many important things. 

 -Fancy uniforms were useless. 
 -How the British formally 

moved. 
 -How to move through the 

forests 
 -How the Native Americans 

fight. 
 
 



George Washington 

 "I beg they will accept my cordial thanks for this 
distinguished testimony of their approbation. But lest 
some unlucky event should happen, unfavorable to my 
reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every 
gentleman in the room that I this day declare with the 
utmost sincerity I do not think myself equal to the 
command I am honored with. As to pay, Sir, I beg leave 
to assure the Congress that as no pecuniary 
consideration could have tempted me to accept this 
arduous employment at the expense of my domestic 
ease and happiness, I do not wish to make any profit 
from it. I will keep an exact account of my expenses. 
Those I doubt not they will discharge, and that is all I 
desire." 
 



Fort Ticonderoga 

 Fort Ticonderoga was 
important during the French 
and Indian War. 

 It was a ‘gateway’ between 
British Canada and the 
colonies. 

 At this time, only ‘invalids’ 
(soldiers who were ill or had 
disabilities) were garrisoned 
and 2 officers. 

 It did have important 
artillery inside. 

 



Fort Ticonderoga 

 May 10, 1775 

 The Green Mountain Boys, 
led by Ethan Allen and 
Colonel Benedict Arnold 
overcame the garrison at 
Fort Ticonderoga. 

 From 11:30pm – 1:30am 
boats transported troops to 
the fort. 

 Without anyone being killed 
the fort was taken and 
plundered for supplies. 



Fort Ticonderoga 

 Benedict Arnold was not respected by the Green 
Mountain Boys as an officer of the army. 

 They only obeyed Ethan Allen. 

 Allen and Arnold barely got along but understood they 
needed each other’s forces to accomplish their goals. 

 



Siege of Boston 

 The weapons captured from Ticonderoga were used 
in the siege of Boston. 

 More and more forces arrived to make a 3 trench 
line, only leaving the harbor and sea to the British 
around Boston. 

 Loyalists moved in towards the city while patriots 
turned in their guns and were permitted to leave. 

 General Gage offered pardons for those who laid 
down their arms (minus Hancock and Adams) in an 
attempt to end the rebellion. It only incited more 
anger. 

 

 



Battle of Breed’s Hill or… Bunker Hill 

 The British reinforced to around 6,000 troops with 
multiple officers and three more generals. 

 Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton joined Gage. 

 On June 16, Colonel William Prescott of the 
Continental Army was sent to fortify Bunker Hill and 
Breed’s Hill. 

 When the British discovered this, they attacked. 

 The first two assaults were turned away by the 
colonial forces. 

 

 



Battle of Breed’s Hill or… Bunker Hill 

 Their third assault 
pushed the colonists out 
of the trenches as they 
basically ran out of 
ammunition. 

 However, 1,054 casualties 
were suffered by the 
British, many of which 
were officers. 226 dead. 

 450 casualties for the 
colonists with 140 dead. 

 

 

 



Battle of Breed’s Hill or… Bunker Hill 

 Famous “Don’t shoot ‘til 
you see the whites of their 
eyes” quote. 

 The battle showed the 
determination and 
capabilities of the rebel 
army. 

 The siege of Boston would 
now become a stalemate. 

 

 

 

 



The Revolutionary War 

 On July 3, Washington arrived to take command. 

 He begins to formally train them as soldiers. 

 Officers and regulars now begin to wear different 
uniforms. 

 Washington also ordered that the defenses be 
fortified and improved. 

 In September as the stalemate continued, he sent 
troops up to Canada under the leadership of Benedict 
Arnold. 

 

 

 

 

 



Dorchester Heights 

 In Dorchester Heights, the cannons taken from 
Ticonderoga were set up on March 4, 1776. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dorchester Heights 

 Colonel Knox 
commanded the 
artillery. 

 The guns looked out on 
the harbor and city. 

 Howe had two options, 
take the hill or give up 
the city. 

 On March 17, Howe gave 
the city back and sailed 
with his forces and 1,000 
loyalists to Nova Scotia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fate of the Generals 

 General Howe was heavily criticized. 

 Gage never commanded again. 

 Clinton would continue for four years. 

 Burgoyne commanded in Saratoga, but lost again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The First Winter: Continental Army 

 As winter came near the Continental soldiers were 
running low on gunpowder so much that they were 
given spears for defense. 

 Many troops went unpaid and their enlistments 
would end soon. 

 

 

 

 

 



The First Winter: British Army 

 Medical conditions such as smallpox and scurvy had 
broken out in the city of Boston. 

 Many soldiers were starving and were ready to desert 
at a moments notice. 

 The Continental ‘Navy’ and harsh waters made it 
hard to get supplies in. 

 Firewood was so scarce that they began to cut down 
trees and old houses for fuel. 

 The Snow Campaign was a success in capturing South 
Carolina but Benedict Arnold’s forces failed to take 
Quebec after encountering disease and bad weather. 

 

 

 

 



Women of the Revolution 

 By now Washington’s Army was made up of nearly 
20,000 men.  

 Women also served important roles at home and in 
the field as nurses, cooks, attendants, and spies. 

 Women such as Deborah Sampson and Molly Pitcher 
saw combat. 

 Sampson dressed and posed as a man under the 
name 'Robert Shurtlif’. She enlisted for 17 months. 

 Pitcher reportedly took the place of her fallen 
husband at the battle of Monmouth in 1778.  

 

 

 

 



Women of the Revolution 



Loyalists 

 Some historians believe 15-20% of the population 
remained loyal to Britain. 

 Another 35% or so wanted to remain neutral. 

 Over 25,000 loyalists fought alongside the British on 
land or in the Navy. Most of the loyalists existed in 
the South as they were less affected by the taxes and 
policies that had plagued New England. 

 

 

 

 



Loyalists 

 Pros: The British Army had more people to fight on 
their side in the country and sub sequentially less to 
fight against. 

 

 Cons: The British had to fight in manners that would 
not offend the loyalists. For example, they couldn’t 
burn houses or fields for intimidation purposes. 

 Trained soldiers had to protect loyalist areas rather 
than fight in battle or do better things. 

 The loyalists weren’t very good at military 
organization. 

 

 

 

 



Common Sense 

 Many people were unsure 
of how to feel about the 
Revolution at hand. 

 Thomas Paine was a 
radical colonist who 
sought to turn public 
opinion against Britain. 

 In January of 1776, he 
wrote Common Sense, a 
pamphlet that denounced 
King George III.  

 

 

 



Common Sense 

 He signed it “written by an 
Englishman” to avoid trouble. 

 Promoted independence from 
Britain. 

 He wrote it with language a 
‘common’ person could 
understand rather than in 
latin or philosophical manners 
of the enlightenment era. 

 120,000 copies in the first 
three months 

 500,000 in the first year 

 

 



Of the Origin and Design of Government… 

 As the society grows problems arise, so all the people 
meet to make regulations to mitigate the problems.  

 As the society continues to grow government becomes 
necessary to enforce the regulations, which over time, 
turn into laws.  

 Soon there are so many people that they cannot all be 
gathered in one place to make the laws, so they begin 
holding elections. 

 Paine finds two tyrannies in the English constitution; 
monarchical and aristocratic tyranny 



Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession 

 He begins by arguing that all men are equal at 
creation and therefore the distinction between kings 
and subjects is a false one. 

 In England a king hath little more to do than to make 
war and give away places; which in plain terms, is to 
impoverish the nation and set it together by the ears. 
A pretty business indeed for a man to be allowed eight 
hundred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped 
into the bargain! Of more worth is one honest man to 
society and in the sight of God, than all the crowned 
ruffians that ever lived. 



Thoughts on the present State of American 
Affairs 

 In the third section Paine examines the hostilities 
between England and the American colonies and 
argues that best course of action is independence. 

 Paine proposes and Continental Charter. 

 Each colony would hold elections for five 
representatives; these five would be accompanied by 
two members of the colonies assembly, for a total of 
seven representatives from each colony in the 
Continental Conference. 

 The Continental Conference would then meet and 
draft a Continental Charter that would secure 
“freedom and property to all men” 



Paine’s Proposed Constitution 

 



Of the present Ability of America 

 The fourth section of the 
pamphlet includes Paine's 
optimistic view of America's 
military potential at the time of 
the Revolution.  

 He spends pages describing how 
colonial shipyards, by using the 
large amounts of lumber 
available in the country, could 
quickly create a navy that could 
rival the Royal Navy. 



Virginia Declaration of Rights 

 June 12, 1776 

 The Virginia Declaration of Rights was the 
Declaration of Independence and US Constitution’s 
forefather. 

 George Mason and James Madison wrote it. 

 Considered the first modern Constitutional protection 
of individual rights for citizens of North America. 

 It rejected the notion of privileged political classes or 
hereditary offices such as the members of Parliament 
and House of Lords described in the English Bill of 
Rights. 



Outtakes of the Sixteen Articles 

 (I)That all men are by nature equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent rights, of 
which, when they enter into a state of society, they 
cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their 
posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, 
with the means of acquiring and possessing property, 
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. 

 (V)… That the legislative and executive powers of the 
state should be separate and distinct from the 
judicative… 



Declaration of Independence 

 July 4, 1776 

 Written primarily by Thomas 
Jefferson and largely based on 
the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights. 

 Declared the colonies 
independence from Britain. 

 It was printed on broadside 
and several copies were made 
and read aloud to the public. 

 



Declaration of Independence 

 The contents of the 
document directly 
responded to the 
grievances colonists had 
with King George III. 

 No one from Georgia was 
present to sign it. 

 John Hancock’s famous 
first signature exists on it. 

 The signed document 
wasn’t made up until July 
19 

 



Summer of 1776 

 July 15 Lyndley's Fort, SC, Patriots fend off attack by 
Indians and Tories dressed as Indians  

 Aug. 1Ambushed by Cherokees, Patriots are saved by a 
mounted charge at Seneca, SC  

 Aug. 2Delegates begin to sign The Declaration of 
Independence  

 Aug. 10Tugaloo River, SC, Andrew Pickens defeats 
Cherokees  

 Aug. 12?Andrew Pickens' detachment surrounded by 185 
Cherokee Indians, forms a ring and fires outward. It is 
known as the "Ring Fight."  

 Aug. 12Col. Williamson and Andrew Pickens defeat 
Cherokee Indians and burn Tamassy, an Indian town 



The War Continues 

 Having withdrawn from Boston, 
General Howe now focused on 
capturing New York City.  

 In July of 1776 he lands on 
Staten Island. 

 At this time, King George III had 
hired Hessian mercenaries from 
the Ottoman Empire. 

 28,000 sailors and 50,000 
troops were asked for. 

 General Howe was successful in 
moving Washington’s troops out 
of the NYC area. 



Battle of Long Island 

 Also known as the Battle of Brooklyn 

 August 27, 1776 

 Largest battle of the war. 

 The British landed on Long Island and waited five 
days before attacking. 

 They strategically flanked the Continental Army and 
pushed them out of New York. 

 Washington retreated with his army to Pennsylvania 
but amazingly, no lives or possessions were lost. 

 



Battle of Long Island 



The War Continues 

 The British and Hessian troops were making headway 
in the war. 

 Washington’s troops were estimated around 5,000 in 
number and looked to shrink as enlistments ended at 
the end of the year for many. 

 Popular support for the war was waning. 

 General Howe also made gains by converting people 
to become loyalists. 

 The war looked as if it would be over within a year. 

 Benedict Arnold’s troops had been defeated at Lake 
Champlain. 



The War Continues 

 British troops successfully 
had New York and New 
Jersey. 

 Their next target was 
Philadelphia.  

 Washington and his troops 
continuously wore down 
Hessian troops that were 
on outposts with short 
skirmishes. 



Crossing the Delaware 

 Washington successfully plans an attack on Trenton 
with a diversion in Bordentown. 

 On December 25, 1776, Washington famously crosses 
the Delaware River with 2,500 troops. 

 Over 1,000 Hessian troops were killed or captured. 

 This move: 

 -Strengthened the army’s morale. 

 -Forced General Cornwallis out of New York 

 -Lengthened the projected time until the war was over 



Crossing the Delaware 

 The crossing began 
around 6pm, about 
1:30 after sunset. 

 Large ferry boats 
and Durham boats 
were used to 
transport men and 
the artillery. 

 It rained, snowed, 
and sleeted all night. 



Crossing the Delaware 



1777 

 On January 3 the 
Continental Army rallies 
for victory at Princeton. 

 Throughout the winter 
until May they camp at 
Morristown, NJ. 

 On July 27, the Marquis 
de Lafayette from France 
arrives in Philadelphia. 

 He originally landed in SC 
on June 13. 



France to the Rescue 

 The Marquis pledges his 
support as a volunteer. 

 He also convinces other 
French officers to come with 
him to help the colonies’ 
cause. 

 This is the first diplomatic 
relation in the newly formed 
country. 

 The Marquis is not even 20 
years old yet. 

 His stature however helps him 
become promoted to Major 
General within a month. 
 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 September 19 and October 7, 1777 

 General Burgoyne was on a mission to separate New 
England from the southern colonies. 

 As winter was coming Burgoyne needed to find a place 
to quarter his troops through winter. 

 He decided to try and reach Albany, crossing the 
Hudson in present day Schuylerville. 

 Washington and Gates meet and merge some troops. 

 Gates orders some of his men to march north to Bemis 
Heights. 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 Thaddeus Kosciusko, a 
polish engineer, designed 
the defensive works. 

 The location had a great 
view on the only road 
leading to Albany where 
Burgoyne was moving. 

 The British also 
depended on the Hudson 
to move supplies but 
American cannons 
looked out on it. 

 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 General Burgoyne of the 
British Army learned where the 
rebels were camping. 

 On September 19, 1777 he sent 
part of his army more inland 
hoping to avoid the 
fortifications. 

 The regiment collides with 
Gates’ troops near John 
Freeman’s farm (loyalist). 

 Pinned down, the British await 
aid from the German troops 
under Riedsel. 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 The battle went through phases of intense fighting 
then rest. 

 The Americans would regroup in the woods and 
continue fighting where they had an advantage. 

 Several times the Americans were able to take over 
British field artillery by eliminating the enemy. 

 In a risky move the British’s German troops flank 
around and turn the tide. 

 Luckily, dusk sets in and the American’s retreat after 
causing over 600 casualties and giving up the field. 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 The Americans suffered 300 
casualties at Freeman’s 
Farm. 

 The Continental Army was 
disorganized and the British 
did not attack immediately. 

 Although they lost a lot of 
men, they did have a good 
opportunity to attack but 
passed fearing American 
reinforcements that never 
came. 

 

 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 After the first battle, 
British generals 
decided to wait until 
the 21st for their second 
attack. 

 They change their 
mind once receiving 
news that Howe and 
Clinton’s troops may 
arrive to help them. 

 

 

The Saratoga Monument obelisk has four 
niches, three of which hold statues of 
American generals: Gates, Schuyler, and 
Morgan. The fourth niche, where Arnold's 
statue would go, is empty. 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 After the first battle, British generals decided to wait 
until the 21st for their second attack. 

 They change their mind once receiving news that 
Howe and Clinton’s troops may arrive to help them. 

 By October 3, Clinton’s troops had not arrived and 
Burgoyne was so short on supplies he put his troops 
on short rations. 

 British commanders decided to attack the left flank. 

 During this time the American army had grown 
considerably. 

 

 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 The Continental Army numbered over 12,000 men. 

 Ammunition and supplies were brought into camp. 

 Other regiments and officers brought their troops in 
from the north. 

 British deserters also gave information to General 
Gates and even more importantly, Burgoyne’s plea for 
help to Clinton was intercepted. 

 British troops were around 5,000 due to injuries and 
desertions. 

 General Riedesel wanted to retreat but Burgoyne 
would not. 

 

 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 Around 2pm the battle began. 

 The British plan fails and the 
American’s capture artillery 
and grenadiers (first to 
assault and usually the 
strongest). 

 60% of the artillery was lost. 

 400 British died. 

 

 



The Battle of Saratoga 

 The British had defenses on 
the right side anchored by 
two redoubts (earthen forts) 

 An arguably drunken and 
angry Benedict Arnold led 
troops into the heart of the 
battle and miraculously broke 
the line. 

 This move exposed the rear of 
the British making it easy to 
force many into submission. 

 

 



Aftermath of Saratoga 

 1,000 British were lost 

 Americans outnumbered then 3:1 

 500 American casualties 

 Burgoyne and his troops retreated but were 
surrounded 5 days later on October 13. 

 On October 17 he surrendered his army. 

 When France heard of this huge American victory 
they openly entered the war. 

 Before this since 1776 they had supplied American 
troops with supplies but not with soldiers. 
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Winter at Valley Forge 

 Washington chose Valley Forge because it was on 
high ground, close to the river, easy to defend, and 
close enough to Philadelphia to keep pressure on the 
British. 

 December 19, 1777: March to Valley Forge 

 Some 12,000 men participate in the bitter cold. 

 

 

 



Winter at Valley Forge 

 Engineers design over 2,000 log 
huts to be made. 

 Trenches were dug and redoubts 
were built to defend the camp. 

 A bridge was created to keep 
supplies flowing into camp. 

 Most stories paint a picture of ill-
prepared and suited soldiers 
starving to death. 

 This is not necessarily the case, 
rather it was romanticized. 

 

 

 



Winter at Valley Forge 



Winter at Valley Forge 



Winter at Valley Forge 

 The first properly constructed hut appeared in three 
days. One other hut, which required 80 logs, and whose 
timber had to be collected from miles away, went up in 
one week with the use of only one axe. 

 Many soldiers lived off of “firecakes” similar to pancakes 
(flour and water) 

 Washington sends out General Anthony Wayne to get 
supplies.  

 He returns with 50 cattle and 30 horses. 

 When March arrives with warmer weather, influenza, 
typhoid, typhus, and dysentery erupt in the camp. 

 



Spring at Valley Forge 

 On February 23, 1778 Baron Friedrich von Steuben 
arrived at the camp. 

 He was a former member of the Prussian General 
Staff. 

 He spoke no English but used translators. 

 A ‘model’ company of 100 men were trained to be an 
example of how to properly fight. 

 These soldiers in turn trained others and so on. 

 Von Steuben also reorganized camp to minimize 
diseases. 

 



Battle of Monmouth 

 On June 18 the British troops leave Philadelphia to 
reoccupy New York City. 

 Washington’s troops leave Valley Forge and intercept 
the British nine days later. 

 Under General Charles Lee, 5,000 men are ordered 
to attack the rear guard of Britain’s army near 
Monmouth Courthouse, NJ. 

 Lee is forced to retreat and is pursued by the British. 

 Washington rallies the troops to assist. 

 The fighting occurs on a very hot day. 

 



Battle of Monmouth 

 The battle results in a 
draw. 

 It shows how much 
tougher, organized, 
and disciplined the 
Continental Army 
was. 

 Last major battle in 
the northern theatre. 

 British stay in NYC 
and focus on the 
south. 

 



Molly Pitcher pt II 

 While many of the details 
regarding "Molly Pitcher" 
have been embellished or are 
in dispute, the story refers to a 
woman who brought water to 
American artillery during the 
battle.  

 In truth, the term Molly 
Pitcher was a nickname given 
to most women who carried 
water to troops or who moved 
with the army because they 
were in relationships or had 
children with soldiers. 



Women in the War 

 Many women were left at home while their husbands 
went off to fight in the war. 

 They had to do everything at home now: till the land, 
pick the crops, raise the children, sell their goods 
and faced dangers. 

 British and roving brigands were always a threat. 

 One woman, Rebecca Motte, set home to her own 
fire after the British had taken it over for quarters to 
evict them. 

 Other women would set fire to their crops if the 
British tried to take them. 



1778 

 1778 saw many battles 
between the British and 
Continental Army. 

 Most of the battles were won 
by the British. 

 The war began to move to a 
southern theatre. 

 On July 10 France officially 
declared war on England. 

 General Clinton’s army 
eventually takes Savannah, 
Georgia  



1780 

 After another year of fighting 
and few gains if any by the 
American’s, more bad news 
came. 

 Benedict Arnold, tired of 
receiving little credit for his 
moves, concocted a plan to 
turn over West Point to the 
British and join their side. 

 His message was intercepted 
and the fort was saved but 
Arnold escaped  



Articles of Confederation 

 In 1776 at the Second Continental Congress, a 
committee was appointed to draft a constitution. 

 In November of 1777 the draft was completed and sent 
to the states for ratification. 

 In March 1781 the ratification process was completed. 

 Virginia ratified it first on December 16, 1777 but 
Maryland waited until March 1, 1781. 

 This officially established the country as the United 
States of America. 



Articles of Confederation 

 Many issues were present in the Articles. 

 1) Under the Articles there was only a unicameral 
legislature so that there was no separation of powers.  

 2) The central government under the Articles was too 
weak since the majority of the power rested with the 
states. 

  3) Congress, under the Articles, did not have the 
power to tax which meant that they could never put 
their finances in order.  



Articles of Confederation 

 4) In order to change or amend the Articles, 
unanimous approval of the states was required which 
essentially meant that changes to the Articles were 
impossible. 

  5) For any major laws to pass they had to be approved 
by 9 or the 13 states which proved difficult to do so 
that even the normal business of running a 
government was difficult.  

 6) Under the Articles, Congress did not have the 
power to regulate commerce which will cause 
competition between states as well as diplomatic 
issues. 



Battle of the Chesapeake 

 On September 5, 1781, the British and French fleets 
collide on Chesapeake Bay. 

 There is no conclusive winner but strategically the 
British lose as there is no way for the British to escape 
by sea now. 

 It also prevented the British Army from being 
resupplied. 

 Upon capturing smaller British vessels, these boats 
were used to transport General Washington’s troops 
from the Head of Elk to Yorktown. 



Siege of Yorktown 

 Originally Washington wanted to attack New York 
City. 

 The French generals wanted to attack Yorktown as 
they planned to bring battleships to the coastline in 
the Battle of the Chesapeake. 

 Cornwallis’ army was much smaller, numbering 9,000 
men. 

 The Marquis de Lafayette was sent to keep Cornwallis’ 
army in Yorktown after the Chesapeake until 
Washington’s troops arrived. 



Siege of Yorktown 

 By late September the French and American troops 
had cut off Cornwallis on land and sea. 

 No British reinforcements had come to help. 

 A parallel was made and the Americans began 
bombarding from a distance, eventually pushing the 
British inward and coming closer to Yorktown. 

 A second parallel was built and Washington sent in 
two columns. 

 They successfully took the last British outposts and 
defenses. 



Siege of Yorktown 

 On October 17, 1781 Cornwallis asked for 
negotiations. 

 Two days later, the ceremony of surrender takes 
place without Cornwallis who claimed to be ill. 

 8,000 soldiers were captured and peace 
negotiations began resulting in the Treaty of 
Paris in 1783. 

 Eventually a British fleet did come to help, but 
they turned away upon being outnumbered and 
hearing confirmation of Cornwallis’ surrender. 

 



Siege of Yorktown 



Treaty of Paris 

 Signed on September 3, 1783. 

 Ratified on January 14, 1784. 

 KEY POINTS: 

 -Acknowledges the 13 colonies to be independent 

 -Establishes boundaries between US and British N.A. 

 -Fishing rights are granted to the US near Newfoundland 

 -US will not confiscate loyalist properties 

 -POW’s will be released 

 -Territories captured by the US will be given back 

 -British properties left behind will not be taken or harmed 
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