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Quick Facts

◦ -Common Sense was a pamphlet

◦ -Published on January 10, 1776

◦ -Thomas Paine signed the document, -An Englishman

◦ -At the time, Latin and “complex” words were often used in philosophical 

works so he used “common words” people would understand easily

◦ -People read it out loud in the streets to gathering crowds

◦ -120,000 copies distributed in the first three months; 500,000 in the first 

year



Three Step Interviews

◦1) Why did Thomas Paine not use his real name and take 
credit for his work?

◦2) What does the term “Common Sense” mean to you?

◦3) Why do you think people read the pamphlet out loud in 
the street?



Common Sense

◦ I. Of  the Origin and Design of  Government

◦ II. Of  Monarchy and Hereditary Succession

◦ III. Thoughts on the Present State of  American Affairs

◦ IV. On the Present Ability of  America, with some 

Miscellaneous Reflections



Graphic Organizer
◦ *Do not answer the questions. These are guiding thoughts! Your task is to write the quote in modern plain 

language.

QUOTATION TRANSLATION REACTION

In England a king hath little more to 

do than to make war and give away 

places; which in plain terms, is to 

impoverish the nation and set it 

together by the ears. A pretty 

business indeed for a man to be 

allowed eight hundred thousand 

sterling a year for, and worshipped 

into the bargain! Of  more worth is 

one honest man to society and in the 

sight of  God, than all the crowned 

ruffians that ever lived. (2)

The King of  England does not have 

many responsibilities. They decide what 

country to go to war with and then give 

and take land.

War often makes people poor -

sometimes business people are killed in 

battle so the whole country might suffer.

They are paid a lot and they are treated 

well (like celebrities!) 

Any common man who works hard is 

more worthy of  the crown and to be a 

part of  government.

I agree that monarchs at the 

time had an easy life. They did 

not have many responsibilities 

and had a lot of  things given to 

them. They did not have to 

work for food or money. They 

were born into their roles and 

were not elected by people like 

our President in the United 

States.



Assignment

◦ In your team, close-read each quotation and interpret it in 

“modern day plain language – or your own words.

◦ Write your responses on the chart paper that will be 

shared tomorrow.

◦ Determine your own reaction to Paine’s excerpts.

◦ Do NOT simply answer the questions/prompts given; 

you must put the quote in your own words.

◦ If  you finish early:

◦ Work on your GRASPS project

◦ Write your answers on your personal graphic organizer


